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In September 2005, I began walking in Shades Creek and its major urban tributaries in the Birmingham area in order to see the creeks first-hand in many places not otherwise accessible or easily paddled.  The first walk in Shades Creek that I had participated in was several years ago when the Friends of Shades Creek sponsored a “Walk in the Creek” in the area behind, and downstream of, the Wildwood Shopping Center.

More recently, I walked in Shades Creek on September 11, 2005, with Michelle Blackwood and Peggy Lowery from above Irondale to the Elder Street bridge.  That second walk in the creek convinced me that the best way to understand, and see, the creeks was to walk in them.  That started me walking various sections of Shades Creek and its major urban tributaries in the Birmingham area in order to better understand the creeks as they pass through the urban area.

The following list shows the sections I have walked thus far.  Links will take you to additional information about my walk in that creek.  (Note that I did not begin preparing written reports and taking photographs until I started walking the major tributaries of Shades Creek, so there are no such reports or photographs for the walks in Shades Creek itself.)
Shades Creek
Section 1



From upstream of Irondale to Elder Street bridge



Walked September 11, 2005 
Section 2



From Elder Street bridge to Old Leeds Road



Walked November 9, 2005 
Section 3



From Old Leeds Road to upstream end of Jemison Park (at Overbrook Road)



Walked October 1, 2005

Sections 4, 5, and 6



From upstream end of Jemison Park to West Oxmoor Road

NOT YET WALKED

Watkins Brook  (Tributary of Shades Creek)

Written Report


Photographs (PowerPoint)
Section 1

From source under Crestline Post Office to Crestline Village
Walked July 13, 2006
Section 2

From Crestline Village to convergence with Shades Creek at downstream end of Jemison Park

Walked July 12, 2006
Section 2a

Repeated small portion near Office Park
Walked July 3, 2006
Griffin’s Brook  (Tributary of Shades Creek)

Written Report

Photographs (PowerPoint)
Section 1

From source under 21st Avenue South at Elton B. Stephens Expressway in the City of Birmingham to 18th Street in Rosedale


Walked August 3, 2006
Section 2

From 18th Street in Rosedale to Homewood Park
NOT YET WALKED

Section 3

From Homewood Park to convergence with Shades Creek at Lakeshore Drive near Green Springs Highway


Walked September 6, 2006
Scott’s Branch  (Tributary of Shades Creek)

Written Report


Photographs (PowerPoint)

Section 1

From source as two forks to West Oxmoor Boulevard in west Homewood


NOT YET WALKED
Section 2

From West Oxmoor Boulevard in west Homewood to convergence with Shades Creek behind Wynnsong Theaters west of Wildwood Shopping Center near Lakeshore Drive  (Length:  Approximately 2.5 stream miles)

Walked October 15, 2006
